Operative management of Crohn's disease of the colon including anorectal disease.
Evaluation and management of the patient who has Crohn's disease of the colon, rectum, and anus is challenging for even the most experienced provider. Because of its broad spectrum of presentation, recurrent nature, and potential for high morbidity, the surgeon needs to not only treat the acute situation but also keep in mind the potential long-term ramifications. Although there are exciting new medications and treatment modalities yielding promising results, surgery continues to remain at the forefront for the care of these patients. This article reviews various surgical options for the patient who has Crohn's disease of the colon, rectum, and perianal region with emphasis on symptomatic resolution and optimization of function.